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disease may often exist alone and quite unsuspected; in very many cases, 
doubtless, it is quite impossible of diagnosis. 5. But, after all, by far the 
most important treatment is the prophylactic. Whether the glands get 
infected directly through the lymphatic channels or indirectly through the 
blood-stream, the organisms must in every case have passed in through the 
mucous membrane, and through a healthy one they probably cannot penetrate. 
We have, therefore, to try to prevent gastro-intestinal and respiratory 
catarrhs, and especially to avoid their becoming chronic; to deal promptly 
with, and if possible to prevent, rickets, the great cause of such catarrhs in 
early childhood; and to take especial care of children during convalescence 
from measles, whooping-cough, and other acute specific diseases, so liable to 
depress the vitality of the body generally, and the resistant power of the 
mucous membranes, as well as the filtering power of the glands, in particular. 


Primary Sarcoma of the Supra-renal Capsule in an Infant. 

Cohn (Berliner k/inische Wochenschrift , 1894, No. 11, p. 257) reports an 
interesting case of the kiud in a girl of nine months. She was brought to 
the clinic for a tumor of the right temporal region with exophthalmos of the 
right globe. Examination showed a diffuse tumor of the temporal region 
limited in front by the external margin of the orbit and behind by the ear. 
The mass was adherent to the underlying tissue and was covered by movable 
but highly vascularized skin. Some similar nodules were found behind the 
ear and upon the vertex. The right eye was very prominent. The liver was 
considerably enlarged, and a little below it, but not connected with it, was a 
round tumor. The spleen was also slightly enlarged. 

The diagnosis was neoplasm of the kidney with multiple metastases. Dur¬ 
ing the three weeks following, the tumor of the temporal region grew very 
rapidly and invaded the nasal fossae and the palate; the abdominal tumor 
had increased posteriorly and become prominent in the lumbar region. 

At the autopsy a medullary sarcoma of the right supra-renal capsule was 
found, with metastases in the liver, the kidneys, and the ribs at the costo¬ 
chondral junctions. 

A Peculiar Syndrome in Tuberculous Children. 

AVeill (Lyon Medical, 1S94, Nos. 20 and 21, p. 77) calls attention to a 
peculiar association of symptoms which he has observed in several cases of 
pulmonary tuberculosis in children. This is characterized by cyanosis of the 
face and extremities, a sensation of coldness coincident with a notable depres¬ 
sion of the central and peripheral temperature, arterial spasm, increase in 
the number of red corpuscles in the cyanotic areas, increase in the size of the 
spleen, and transitory albuminuria. This syndrome is produced simply by a 
change of posture from the recumbent to the standing, or by passage from a 
warm temperature to a moderate or a cool temperature. The phenomenon 
is transitory, its duration varying from several minutes to several hours. It 
has an intermittent course, being produced very easily at certain periods and 
not showing itself at others. It appears to be independent of the clinical 
aspect of the pulmonary tuberculosis, of the predominance of any symptom, 
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or of the extent and gravity of the lesions. It appears at the beginning of 
tuberculization as well as at an advanced period, and it is independent of 
r&gime and of season. 
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Embolism of the Abdominal Aorta. 

M a tig NO Is, in an article in La Medecine Moderne (26 Mai, 1894) reviews 
our present knowledge of this rare condition. He finds in the literature 
twenty-five cases, upon which his conclusions are based. Of these, twelve 
occurred in men. No case occurred before the twentieth year. In the 
majority of the cases the embolism occurred in connection with an infectious 
disease, usually associated with an endocardia] lesion. Thus, in six cases it 
followed acute articular rheumatism; in five cases puerperal pytemia; in 
four erysipelas ; once each, typhoid fever, pneumonia, syphilis. In four cases 
there were endocardial lesions of indeterminate character. Usually emboli 
are found in various parts of the body in cases of fatal embolism of the aorta. 
The usual seat of the embolus is the bifurcation of the vessel, and it may 
occlude one or both of the common iliacs completely or partially. The 
symptoms vary somewhat in different cases, depending chiefly upon the 
degree of occlusion of the vessel. Their onset is sudden, and the most con¬ 
stant are violent pains in the lower extremities, paraplegia, cessation of pul¬ 
sation in the arteries of the lower limbs, lower temperature of the legs, and 
rapid trophic change resulting in gangrene. The prognosis is very grave, 
twenty-three of the twenty-five cases described having died, usually within 
four days after the onset of symptoms. For such a condition treatment could 
hardly be expected to be of much avail. 

Dysentery and Abscess of the Liver. 

In the autumn of 1892 Kruse and Pasquale visited Egypt for the pur¬ 
pose of studying the dysentery there prevalent, more particularly as it bears 
upon the so-called tropical abscess of the liver. The results of their investi¬ 
gation are set forth at length in an exhaustive article in the Zeitschrift fiir 
Hygiene und Infektionskrankheiten (1894, xvi. pp. 1-148). 

After a review of the work already done as regards the etiology of dysentery 
they describe the monads and amoebae which are frequently present in the 
intestine of the Egyptians during health, and to which no pathogenic quali¬ 
ties attach. The amoebae thus found by Kruse and Pasquale do not differ 
morphologically from those found associated with dysentery. The relation- 



